
FOR A FULL LIST OF THE TOP 100 BIG SPENDERS GO TO: 
http://multimedia.stuff.co.nz/sstimes/expenseslist.pdf.

■  KiwiRail chief executive Jim Quinn embraced all modes of transport 
in January, when he spent $37 on taxis − to attend the opening of a 

train station (Auckland’s Newmarket), and $100.80 on a bottle of Moet − to 
congratulate the Chief Executive of Air New Zealand for winning airline of the 
year. In May, he extended that goodwill to his own board and 
executive team. A $390.90 lunch 
at Wagamama, Wellington, was, 
apparently, “to celebrate Government 
funding and business plan success”.

■ What did Sean Coffey read 
last summer? How to stay 

stuck in the wrong career. Over 
promoted and over his head. Five 
ways to bungle a job change. Just $6.50 each 
from the Harvard Business School. Presumably the chief executive of 
Industrial Research Ltd kept them in his $299.95 Kenneth Cole Reaction 
Briefcase (purchased August, 2008). He also spent $120 on 10 really nice 
pens. Because it’s bad form to just borrow from the stationery cupboard.

■ Two years, $22,299.06 worth of receipts − and only $79.05 of them 
for liquor. The Alcohol Advisory Council of New Zealand’s walked the 

talk, choosing sparkling water and mango smoothies over champagne and 
aged malts.
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A8 | CEO CREDIT CARD SPENDING

Last week, government ministry bosses 
were accused of sponsoring a culture 
of extravagance as credit card records 
from the past two years were published 
showing expenses of up to $60,000 each. 
Today the Sunday Star-Times turns 
the spotlight on 100 more public sector 
organisations and reveals that for some, 
$60,000 was chicken-feed. Here, we name 
the chief executives who ran up the 
biggest bills and identify the restaurants, 
bars, florists and chocolate shops that 
benefited from their free-spending ways.

ON APRIL 1 2008, New Zealand’s 
former chief censor Bill Hastings 
popped into Riccarton McDonald’s, 

and spent $16.20 on a quarter pounder, 
salad and fries, plus a medium strawberry 
milkshake. 

Hardly earth-shattering news, but the 
low-budget hunger-buster, purchased on 
a company credit card by the head of the 
Office of Film and Literature Classification, 
stuck out like a sore thumb among the 
8000-odd pages of credit card statements 
and receipts that have arrived at the Star-
Times’ office in the past fortnight.

It was a rare instance of restraint amid 
a welter of flash meals, pricey wines, 
international travel and gifts that have 
been clocked up on credit cards (or 
as reimbursed expenses) by the chief 
executives of New Zealand’s state-owned 
or funded organisations.

A month ago the Star-Times requested 
data on chief executives’ expenses from 
around 140 organisations − an exhaustive 
list of government ministries and 
departments, universities and polytechnics, 
state-owned enterprises, funding agencies, 
commissions, authorities, Crown Research 
Institutes and other organisations subject 
to the Official Information Act (OIA). 

On Thursday, 34 government ministries 
and departments released that information 
to all media; the resulting coverage focused 
on extravagant spending in restaurants and 
bars.

But that still left more than 100 other 
bodies subject to the OIA that supplied their 
information exclusively to the Star-Times. 
Today we identify the biggest spenders 
− and reveal that ministry bosses were 
positively timid by comparison.

Our data is, by necessity, incomplete. 
Some organisations have so far failed to 
comply with the act, others have complied 
only in part. In both cases we are appealing 
to the ombudsman. But there is enough 
information to identify some serious 
spenders, and their far thriftier peers (see 
table, right).

Much of what these executives spend is 
well-justified. 

Although it might seem curious that 
Hastings put a couple of Wii consoles on 
his credit card, an accompanying document 
shows the machine was needed for viewing 
and rating computer games.

Education institution Te Wananga o 
Aotearoa may be unlucky to have made 
the top 10, as more than $24,000 went on 
software licences for students, hardly a sign 
of noses in troughs. And who could possibly 
complain about the head of the Institute of 
Geological and Nuclear Sciences (GNS) 
shelling out for a subscription to the fine 
publication New Scientist? 

Vast sums have also been spent on travel, 
accommodation and taxis and it is hard to 
judge their value without probing, line by 
line, all justifications.

It could be argued too, that profit-making 
organisations such as TVNZ, MetService 
or Solid Energy are competing with the 
private sector for employees, influence and 
power, regardless of whether they have a 
government shareholder, and sometimes 
you’ve got to splash some cash when doing 
business.

Yet time and again, the records seemed 
to show civil servants indulging in long 
lunches and thirsty drinking, paid for by 
the taxpayer, at a cost which most Kiwis 
could expect to afford only on rare and 
special occasions.

And don’t fret too much about poor old 
Hastings, subsisting on burgers when away 
from his Wellington base − even he had one 
or two covetable restaurant receipts to his 
name, including his share of a slap-up feed 
at Auckland’s SPQR which included rocket 
salad, eye fillets and a tasty glass or two of 
Highfield pinot noir. 

Special report by Jonathan Marshall. 
Additional reporting by Kim Knight and  
Adam Dudding.

Top 10: the big spenders

The thrifty five
1.  $200 Remuneration Authority: Michael Wintringham

2. $449 Winston Churchill Memorial Trust Board: Charles Royal

3.  $1560 Govt Superannuation Fund Authority: Alan Langford

4. $1884 NZQA: Karen Poutasi

5. $2459 Takeovers Panel: Kerry Morrell

Karen Poutasi

House of cards Nice pens, a rude t-shirt and sausages...

Westport
KiwiRail “Executive trip” at the 
Denniston Dog Bar and Cafe
September 2008
$786.30 (including six 
whitebait entrees @ $20 each)

Queenstown
Industrial Research Ltd attends 
CEO conference at Millbrook 
March 2009
$204 golf fees; $196 “nature 
walk”

Christchurch
Airways New Zealand at Annies 
Wine Bar
December 2009
$2150 (no details/receipts 
received)

Wellington
KiwiRail: ONTRACK’s last supper, 
at Martin Bosley’s Yacht Club
October 2008
$2012 (set menu for 15; 10 
bottles of wine; assorted liquor 
by glass)

Whangarei 
Niwa: Unspecified dinner for 13 
at Killer Prawn
August 2009
$1100EXPOSED: How New Zealand’s public sector bosses racked up millions 

on fine wines and whiskies, lavish meals and gifts for favoured staff.
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Naseby
AgResearch “executive 
management committee dinner” at 
Danseys Pass Coach Inn
February 2009 
$1016 (dinner for 12)

1. Solid Energy: Don Elder

$209,395 Salary: $998k
Staff*: 1242 
Revenue: $979.5m 
Profit: $110.8m

2. Television New Zealand: Rick Ellis

$140,768 Salary: $710k - $840k
Staff: 950
Revenue: $384m 
Profit: $2.1m

3. Unitec: Rick Ede

$79,611 Salary: $280k - $290k 
Staff: 1103
Revenue: $132.39m 
Profit: $8.4m 

4. Waiariki Institute of Technology: Pim Borren

$77,359 Salary: $250k 
Staff: 400 
Revenue: $42m 
Profit = $11m

5.  Industrial Research: Shaun Coffey

$75,474 Salary: $540k - $549k
Staff: 324
Revenue: 60.3m
Profit: $730k

6. Deer Industry NZ: Mark O’Connor

$74,726 Salary: $200k 
Staff: 8
Revenue: $4m
Profit: n/a

7. Te Wananga o Aotearoa: Bentham Ohia

$73,347 Salary: $290k - $300k
Staff: 1033
Revenue:$149m
Profit: $8.1m

8. Mental Health Commission: Peter McGeorge

$72,243 Salary: $155k
Staff: unknown
Revenue: $208m
Profit: -$45k

9.  Maritime New Zealand: Catherine Taylor

$69,405 Salary: $280k - $289k
Staff: 154
Revenue: $28.4m
Profit: $204k

10. GNS Science: Alex Malahoff

$64,078 Salary: $380k -390k
Staff:  354
Revenue: $60.7m
Profit: $1.54m

*Number of staff = FTE equivalents  

Auckland
Unitec: Council strategy day at 
the Westin
September 2009
$4442.97 + $295 for chocolate 
table centrepiece

Figures were requested for 24 months to July 2010 for around 140 organisations. 

Don Elder, Rick Ellis, Rick Ede

The ones that tried to get away...
While some organisations provided an incomplete response to the Star-Times, others 
have so far refused to provide any data at all unless they receive payment. Others 
refused to respond at all. The Ombudsman is investigating.

■ Whitireia Community Polytechnic: Demanded $1000 
for data, then reduced the fee to $200
 

■ Southern Institute of Technology: Demanded $336

■ Eastern Institute of Technology: Demanded $836

■ Auckland University: Demanded $317.25

■ Quotable Value: Demanded $1,855.13

■ Kordia, providers of telecommunication and network 
services, refused to provide anything. 

■ Dr Warren Tucker, director of the Security Intelligence 
Service, refused our request on grounds it would 
compromise national security.

■ He had a job as the chief 
censor − and all he got was 

a blasphemous t-shirt. Bill Hastings’ 
credit card expenditure includes the 

$240.95 eBay purchase of a long sleeve, 
XL Cradle of Filth t-shirt, emblazoned 
with the words “Jesus is a c***”. Hastings 
subsequently banned the shirt. Explaining 
the purchase, the Office of Film and 
Literature Classification said: “Our advice 
to members of the public wishing to 

submit a publication for classification is that they should include a copy 
of it with their submission. But, if this is not possible, the Classification 
Office will try to obtain the publication.” Said t-shirt is now “securely 
stored”.

■ Charity begins at home − especially if you’re chief 
executive of the Charities Commission. Trevor 

Garrett doesn’t have a credit card, but under “staff 
reimbursements” he claimed $740.35 for a staff barbecue 
at his house (including $40.34 on sausages).

■ Shooting themselves in the foot? Is the Transport 
Accident Investigation in danger of investigating itself 

out of a job? Or, is a $30 book called Flirting with Disaster − 
why accidents are rarely accidental just essential reading?

■ Name, address and credit card serial number? Not 
everybody was that obliging. Reactions to our 140-plus 

Official Information Act requests varied in their degree of black-
outs, deletions and down right refusals to respond. Who kept 
absolutely no secrets from us? Take a bow, Marie Shroff − Privacy 
Commissioner.

■ Phone (card) Home: Antarctica 
New Zealand’s chief executive 

may have had a great time in Hungary, 
Germany, Korea and Japan but at least 
he didn’t waste money telling anyone 
about it. His expenses include $50 on 
phone cards, “the cheapest option for 
phoning home”.

■ Ooops: Reserve Bank’s Alan 
Bollard, pays back $35.95 for 

an umbrella; KiwiRail’s Jim Quinn pays 
back an accidental $2150 transaction 

to L’Academie de Danse, Takapuna.

■ If clothes maketh the man, then 
$445.50 worth of them make a 

chief executive attending the APRA Silver 
Scroll Awards, the opera, the ballet − and 

the New Zealand Radio Awards. Could 
somebody please buy Radio New Zealand 

boss Peter Cavanagh a tux. Because then he 
could stop hiring them.

Top 10: What they bought

DETAILS were sparse in the documents supplied by Solid Energy (first) and 
TVNZ (second) when this page went to press, but the credit card receipts 
of Rick Ede of Unitec (third), who spent a total of $79,610.99 over two-

years, had rich pickings for anyone interested in posh meals and surprisingly 
decadent use of chocolate-dipped flowers. Highlights include . . . 
■ Dinner for two at Auckland’s Jervois Steak House for $295.50 including 
a $30 tip. Items on the bill included Mac’s beers, a $60 bottle of Church Rd 
Reserve merlot/cab 2006 and a couple of fine single malts: a 10-year-old 
Laphroaig ($15) and an 18-year-old Glenlivet ($16). Grub included crab, scallops 
and ribeye steak.
■ A $2322.60 meal for 22 at a “Leadership Team and Partners Dinner” at 
Remuera’s Banque Gastro Bar. The next day the leadership team headed to 
nearby Cotter House Luxury Retreat, where they spent $4914.76 retreating 
(including $473 on booze). 
■ In September 2009, Ede handed over $5842.97 to Auckland’s Westin Hotel 
for hosting a “Council Strategy Day”. The per-head charges for the 33 attendees 
seem reasonable, but an extra $295 was spent on a “table centrepiece” 
consisting of chocolate-dipped fruit blooms (whatever they are), Lindt balls and 
Ferrero Rochers. Mmmm. 

Dr Pim Borren of Waiariki Polytechnic (fourth) spent $77,359.58. A 
summary of expenses refers to a $1170 bill for jet-boating with Huka Falls Jet 
for a team-building day, alongside $3684 for travel and accommodation. Much 
of the total went on travel to countries including the US, China, Singapore, 
Korea and India.

Shaun Coffey of Industrial Research Limited (fifth) clocked up much of 
his $74,516 on travel expenses plus some large staff-training costs, but close 
inspection also revealed a fondness for nice pens and books on how to get 
ahead in business. 

Mark O’Connor of Deer Industry New Zealand (sixth) failed to provide 
receipts or credit card statements and gave data only from August 2009, but 
in that time still totted up $74,726. Some $52,810.71 of that went on staff 
training, and $7111 on meals and accommodation. Another $8500 or so went on 
international travel. 

Bentham Ohia of Wananga o Aotearoa (seventh) spent much of his $73,350 
total on software licences and a healthy number of taxi rides.

The Mental Health Commission’s Dr Peter McGeorge (eighth), spent 
much of his $72,243.61 on staff registrations and attendance at various 
conferences, but there was still a little spare for the staff member who in 
August 2008 got a Subway meal, worth $15.60, while “working late on 
Annual Report”. 

Maritime New Zealand’s CEO Catherine Taylor ran up $69405.35 on 
her credit card, putting her in ninth place. Much of that spending was 
on flights, but it includes a $2478.50 meal for 21 “senior managers and 
partners” in July 2008 at Wellington’s Bisque on Bolton, including $851 
on drinks. There is also an order for $560 for 36 bottles of wine from 
Martinborough’s Te Kairanga Wines.

Travel, including $5700 at the Rica Grand Hotel in Oslo, pushed Dr Alex 
Malahoff of GNS Science into tenth place, but sure enough, there’s some 
fine dining back home, including a $1300 dinner (at Wellington’s Silver 
Spoon) and another at Petone’s La Bella Italia for $1099. 

AND ONE MORE . . . John Morgan, chief executive of the National Institute 
of Water and Atmospheric research (Niwa), just missed out on the top 10. But 
a large wodge of his $60,600 went on restaurant meals for large crowds, and 
other goodies. 
In the lead-up to Christmas 2008, Morgan paid for . . . 
■ $1237.50 at Buds and Bows florists
■ $2157.50 to feed 30 at the “Waterfront Cafe” 
■ $2910.50 to feed 18 at Auckland’s Euro bar
...and $11,081.19 on 42 Christmas hampers (an average of $263 per hamper).
There was more in 2009: 
■ August 22: 13 people dine at Whangarei’s Killer Prawn: $1100
■ September 9: 30 diners at Auckland’s Mecca: $2315
■ November 30: 16 diners at Auckland’s Kermadec Brasserie: $1839.50


