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constantly scanning each inmate day and night made the prison seem grossly

PAREMOREMO made the headlines last year when a group of
injuring one, in its most serious violent incident since it opened two years agc. Bu
criticised—moximum securit

' described the prison as a con

people muttered "I fold you so”

reporter fo see over the jail that helds the country's “top crims”
ene’s concern, but no one's reponsibility”. No one, that is, but th
rest of us, and hopefully,
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By ROSEMARY MclECD

HEY made me sign the visitors’ hook, and I be-

came the first woman reporter to see over Paremore-

me.

Hlen were marshalied from the loos in their cells for fear
of offending a lady, but blushes were still in store for me and a
young Maori caught in his underpants and private tattoos.

“Wow !I”" he said, and I didn’t dare return the compliment.

IVs just as well T wasn’{ playing the role of sweet young thing. It
wouldn’{ have paid off anyway, even with me {actfully-cad from neck

to foes,
A woman is a woman In
such  circumstances. You

ean forget about Elizabetih
Fry acis amaong fhe “top
cfims'”. They'll see through
¥OU anyway.

When  a Government
architect sel out to design
Paremorems he was told to
imagine each prisoner had

a gun, a hacksaw blade, a -

latder, repe, and a stick of
pelignite, .

S0 it's the satest place in
New Zealand te be Jocked

1up in. )
Electronie control meanps
inmafes have grealer

freedom of mevement than
in ather prisens.

Thig leads deputy
superinlendest Sid Ward to
say there's less regimen-
tation in Pavemorems than
in any ether jail he's work-
ed .

I passed the classification
Block, where priseners are
to he sorted oub when they
arrive.

“Hlow lwng are  yoy
doing?" one of lhem calied
as I walked past.

With him was one af New
Zealand's  most  famoeus
criminals, He was carrying
8 copy Of “Mad’ magazine.

Men have lew personal
items in their cells, Bat
nearly every cell has a
photegrapi of a girl{riend
or beaming bride, and a
few Chrigimas eards.

Prisoners can {une i (o
thiree radie stations,

Radio Hauraki is one of
them,

In most eells there's a
pile ol paperbacks, usually
cowboy stories,

As we walked past (he
eelis one man asked the
deputy superiniendent for a

_mew pair of sandshoes,

Anotlier asked [or a
privaie talk with him,

Next day I saw him
waiting oafside Mr Ward’'s
oifice.

Mr Ward makes a habit
of walking round smong the
prisoners so that they have
access divectly to the lop if
they have a grievance.

There was a quick salute
for my henelit behind his
hack as we left clagsifica-
{ion centre, buf he probably
wouldn't lave minded if
Le’d seen if. .

Bad language was the of-
ficers’ chief worry as they
took me round.

I didn'{ heayr any. .

Fhe cell blocks have a
corridor down each side, so
no one can look divecily oue
2 window,

Bt {he sun silll manages
to get inte the cells, through
{ie mesh.

There’s a certain amount
of privaey, Scruliny of the
interior of a cell ean only
be attelpted by leaning up
against the cell doors,

And conirary to popular
hetief the “big  hrother”
felevision eyes are net in-

stalled in the cells. I looked,

Showers are at the end of
the eell biocks. Men can
shower every day without

supervision — except in
certain sections of - the
prison.

At the mpment “A"” and
“B"” hlocks are like thai.
“C plock has yet to be
apened, and it will hold {the
best behaved priseners who
could he fransferved out to
oflier institutions,

So {ar 113 men have heen
transterred £0 less secure
establishments,

17 Block louses  the
woist hehaved 1men - seme
of whom are siill awaiting
trial aller Jast veal’s in-
cident.

Here men ave let vut of
their cells only one at -a
time, and Thave fhree
guards as escorf.

Security was strengthen-
ed alfer the outhreak,

The small  punishment
Bluck kolds men whe have
broken prison rules,

Conditions  there  are
harsh. Tire men spend all
day in thelr cells — except
for am hoeur in individnal
exereise yards — without a

mattress during the
daytime,

Phey have ne radio,
though they can  read.

Meals are served in  the
cells.

Two  etlls
doors  for men
violent or neisy,

Each bleck has a hobby
reom  in which men can
paint, make baskets and
rugs, or do needlework and
tapesiry.

have dopble
who  are

JACH day staris at 6.30
“when the prisoners are
woken. Half an hour lafer
cells are opened, and {he
men go fo breakiast,

At 8.0 there’s a work
parade, and {be men return

PRISONERS mede oll the furniture in the plush prison boardrocm. They make u
' vices, toe.

T VT H BT HHI‘H"_EE!IHIIIIEHI]!IIIHIIHIIIHIIIlillIi[llll!ll!!f[llﬁlli![lIiillIIHIIHIIIEEHHIIIIIHIHIIIiHIHIIElHHiillHiiIiIHii!IIHllli!iIIlHIIIl1lIliI[[lliilIIllEflIHlEIIlflEll-lHilimllllllimllillllllI!HHIHH]HIIHI}H!H

completely

to their bocks just belore
{welve, They have. lunch,
and can then go into the ex-
ercise yard or recreation
area.

From 140 to 4.45 they
return 0 the workshops.
Tie evening meal is served
EHR TR .

They usuully take only a
guarter o9f a. hour ever
eanch meal. After that they

can o go 10 the gym,
digcussion Lroups; the
library or the recreation

avea until they're refurned
to their cells and locked in

-~ at §.30.

When Pavemorems Firsg
opened  leereation  areas
were a problem. Prisoners
dismantied the lHght tubes
and threw them at officers.

Indoor howling balls were
hurled through the windows,

My Ward sighs: “We've
finished with all that. sifly
nonsense {or some leason
or other.” )

The “nonsense” can't be
over , . , &
meshed-in sign relating to
the conduct of prisoners lias
been set  alight and {he
mesh (orn away. )

The gym at Paremeremo
is large and wel equipped,
“One of the tihings they
seem {0 go in for s {he
hody beawliful,” Mr Ward
said.

Striped sneakers are a
prestige symbol .among the
weight lifters, They save up
{or themy with what's left of
their  meagre allowance
after compulsory deduc-
tions.

Every secend Saturday
night the prisoners see a
free feature film selected
by the Justice Department,

But on aHlernate wecks

© they put in a few cents each

to get a film of their own
choosing — provided it
doesn’t show {oo much sex,
violence or crime. ‘

Just  before Cheistmas,
for insiance they saw “Tom
Jones'', '

A RE you sure you won't

“™ be tov embarrassed?”
Superiniendent Eddie
Buckley asked, as I left for
the workshops.

Thanks, T said, T was sure
I wouldn't be, And in faet
there was less reaction
Irom the men than there is
walking past a huilding stle
in the city. These men play
it cool, i

All around the werkshops
are  evidence of  ihe
priseners’ interests — and
their sense of humour.

The large elock at the end
of the carpeniry workshop
bears a printed sign saying
“elock™,

Newspaper cullings of the
All Black teur and Cassins
Clay are pinned fo large
sheets on the wall along
with  remarkably sedate
pin-ups and phofographs of

* Misg New Zealand,

Clay iz the prisoners’
here — probably hecanse
he seems to represent the
underdog, and so far has
managed to beat his jail
senfence,

At (e end of oue
watkshop is a gaudy poster,
painted by one of the in-

i

pholstered furniture for the armed ser-

mates, which [leafures a
softhall player hitting a bali
with plenty of “‘pows” and

IVs  advertising a fie-
tittous Big League match

starring the “All Cong
tean.

Near one smiling young
Maori  there was | oa

psychedelic painted ashiray
on a stand.

Prisoners  stil  make
maithags, but they haie
doing if.

“I don't blame them

gither,” said the instructor.

“We had 18,606 to e
belore Christmas. The air
was thick with dust and
tempers were Irayed.”

We passed a young man
sweeping the corrider.

“Just helping ouf, hoss,”
he told my escort.

“Don't strain yoursell,”
said the officer drily.

One man sat working
with a string of fat rosary
heads round his neck, look-
ing rather like a hippy.

" He's allowed le wear
{hem  becauvse of  his
religion. :

And there's a2 young man
with ‘& complelely shaven
head. .
“We don’'t ming,”’” sald an

here in | summer, and
anyway he'l make sure he
EYOWS it hefore his
release,”

Oue  prisover. is made
harber to each celi hiock.
Most " men have average
length hair.

In the book shop there’s a
prominently displayed
book eover, Hs title: “I
Hate Crime’,

- bulk

officer. “It gels pretty hot. -
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inmates took three prison officers hostage,
t New Zealond's much-vaunted—and much
y prison was a talking point long before it was built. People concerned with prisoners’ welfare
crete and electronics jungle, where men had no privacy. Reporis of closed circuit television cameras
inhuman—so that after last year's outbreak many
. | spent two days inside to see what the prison was really like—and became the first womaon
. These are the men the prison psychologist describes as “every-

nsibil _ e prison staff who are responsible for keeping them away from the
rehabilitating men wheo in many cases make o career out of crime,

@" THE recéption area holds

Prisoners 1l they're ¢loge)-

fied and sent o tha mt;in .
cell Blocks, '

One prisoner wag poring
over a race hook as I walk-
ed past, The prisoners het
10-cent chocolate bars on
the herses .. without the
stafl’s blessing,

I never did [ind sut whe
the bookie is,. But on nssial
adds he must have the
sweetest teoth in
Paremoremae.

They buy sweels, cigaret.
tes,  Fruit and toilet
necessities out of their pay,
The prison shop sells them
at tear-wholesale rafes,

The most a prisoner can
earn on the new honus rates
and grading systen:, wiiei
began this year, is 56 cenls
& day. The least is 12 ceniy
a day.

Six_Ly per cent, of s
earmings are banked for his
release, e can spend the
rest.

Gradings range from A {a
L but only a Limited
number can be on the top [
grading,

Inmates do all the cook-
ing. In {he butchering see-
tien a tall, tattoced prisoner
tossed a carving knife froy:
Land to hand as he watched
me. He kept it up (o fhe
count of three, ’

i sighed with relief
probably audibly ‘— ag he
put it on the table and ad-
vanced,

“T don't believe I've had
the pleasare,” he said with
considerable charm,

A prison officer {old me
who he was — ene of New
Zealand's most  notoriouy
criminals, serving a lile
cetitence for murder,

I locked at some -pain-
lings in the corner he'@
done, A still life of Howers
wangled from the chapel —
and his memories o the
Seuthr Istand coast.

He'd painted a Maori gir}
aifer the style of Goldie, )

“He always painted then:
old, bui I reciton they must
have been young once,” he
said,

His is a trusted jou, The
Luives in the kitchen are
the only ones in the prison,
aind - mpst be checked in
every night.

The men eal off blue
plastic plates, with white
plastic eutlery.

Fhe prison buvs meat in
carcages, s¢ the
buteher ean save up elice
parts like f{ilets and 'F-
kones for treats,

Otherwise money for [ix-
uries like icecream and
Irnil safad at Christimas are
donated by outside groups.-
Magistrates are amon? the
donors  of i{hese speeial
funds.

THERE are 23 murdere¥s

i Paremorema, There
are 135 prisopers alic-
gether, with 96 disciplinary
staif.

Laurie More, the
chaplain, probably knows
them better than anyoxe.

e has Been . in
Paremoreme since it open-
ed,

Every Sunday ahout 40
prisoners aftend his Pro-
testant service in the small
chapel. They sit en wooden
hetnches made iz Mount
Eden,

H's a simple roem, wilh
an iHmninated altar and
{lowers supplied by
sehnolchildren,
© Laurie More liles {0 make
his services informal, The
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men  seleet  their own
hymns, and  some  ae-
company kim on the guitay
while he plays tie eleciric
organ.

“It's rather ironie
praying for the beauly of
the world in ere,” he says,

So he projects scenic pie-
jures on to a sereen, i
doesn't matier, he says, it
they pray wilh their eyes
open,

Sermens are often Hitle
more than an informal
chat, He doesn't believe in
fecturing. They've offen
had enough of that, he says,

“It I see one of fhem pull
ont his tohacco and sfari
volling a smoke, I kaow T've
fost him,” he said.
* Recenily he has began
bringing in outside choirs
for the service. For many
men, Lie says, it's a very
emoiional experience to see
a woman after many yeavs.

if that's so, they manag-
ed to hide i very suc-
cesslully [rom me,

Prison officers say they . .
don’t lmow how prevalent The officers in charge

pomsen | e g
I:a.rlel‘morcmo. but it dots 5 THE central tontrol complex of the end of the corrider opens oll the bar gates in. the something .h'iug ahout _L'
"'“{'{.m']e 1 was there {hey prison by remote control. bt underneath they could
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off plastic plates with plas- - o i PR o

tic cutlery, under constont
supervision,

“Thai’s the sheer sober
truth — I'm not a sen-
timentalisg,

“"Whatever a prisoner ap-

- pears to be, he wanis {0 be

a man-again, And a man is

not a man without heing
frasted,”"

Bul there’s a conflict
bebtween fhat sentiment and
the facts of prison life.

Ne one takes any
chances,

When the men file in to
the visiting rooms in white
shiris and “eivvy”’ trousers
they pass through a special
metal-detecting device, and
vigitors have their bags
taken from thein.,

T saw some sheets and
blankeis lianging out cell
windows.

THE ONLY OPERATIONAL VTOL
STRIKE AND RECONNAISSANCE
AIRCRAFT IN THE WORLD
THE HAWKER SIDDELEY
HARRIER IN SERVICE IN THE

RAF ~

Have you the obility to becomea a pilot in the Royal Air

separated Lwo inen warking - . : be  filing  away  at ‘Force? 1f s0 did you know that you can join the RAF
tngelher because one was The conlaet brings is “Then there was Moses, are very safe men, and Something,” Mr Ward said. by initiol enrolment right here in New Zealand? Many
tond of the other. probleins, he says, when a  he was a killer, but he was  have no need whaiever for Pummy Euns have young New Zealonders have in the post joined the

s as much 2 criminal man is released, Welldn- {he oite God gave the Ten  maximum security, . alreaddy Deen made from Royal Air Force and some have reached the highest
offence juside as it is  tentioned people sometimes  Commandments 1o — “The public must make  wood. in the warkshops — appointments in the Service.
oulside, : ind themselves ned s¢ keen  including the com- up its mind wlhether it and apparently they look

Mr More shares as muci 0N ex-prisoners exhibiting & maudment “Thou Shalt Not  wants' them here for ihe pretly good in poor Jight. DIRECT ENTRY COMMISSIONS
of his oulside life as he can ntalural desive {o maindain - Kild. cost invelved.” : 3114 ) Under the Direct Entry Scheme you could be flying solo

s ol i 3 S e s But the men don't nesd ; . : ) . . AT
with the men, the relationship. sy Old  Fest t T could see his point when 1 e . in a jet aircraft in the United Kingdom within five

A iiqpr S . Most estamen A smuggled guns, The watder . -~ .

Talking about a frimaran s OK, dor me” Mt ypoacters were failures, 1 thought of the quiet, 00" 00s Tnjured in tast manths, after basic training in New Zealand, foliowed
with {wo inmates headed More says. 15” “have They failed, and they failed  bespectacled young man year's incident was bashed by conversicn onto one. of the latest aircraft types in
{iem inloe a navigation anyone inmy home, . badiv.” wha served me coffee. with a dismanted folding the world such as the Jaguar, Harrier, VCI0 or the
cpurse, ) Sometimes he has buil The prisor psychologisi, He breught the fray inte  ohair the priseners had Nimrod. . .

up greal friendships where

Some things about prison he least expected if,

Dr Gordon Parker, echwes e office without spilling a straightened out,
life make him sad - like

Mr More’s ideas of the drop, bustling round with

The type of career offered is o direct entry commission,

) " poo ; taft know the prisopers ~ pensionable of the age of 38, in the cose of candidoles
Maori prisoners far away One , m‘an. e says, zood in all the prisoners, the ,mﬂl\ .anLl sugar, and m.S 3 w '];. np nf " entering ofter their 22nd birthdey an complefion of 16
: eouldn'l stand him because studiousk o e atching fo
frem home, e e p 0usly 1gnoring me. ceakness W ey years service. There are good opportunities for further

' he was a minister, and was We must not treal them . " weaknesses in the sysiem, ) ) y

“1 walked avound the oo i, as les¢ than ourselyes,’ he  He's serving - a life  and they can't be confident selection to serve untif the age of 55
cells at Chrisimas asking o . 5ays, - sentence {00 murdering a  apout future lneidents. -~ -t 174 to 2
them how it went,” he said, Tien one day the prisener » girl, In spite of myself, I But in ihe  meantime Age limits; i to 25 years. .

“A man would say to me,  puf his head round the doot . . - was specialty courteous. ther " retty courteous Education: UE {or & School Certificate with at.
Greal. -- I had three ailld dsaifg, “Hei‘i. Laurie, o - “Help ,yom'srelf {o  the r;féﬁoizebﬁgﬁégn [;t;\‘i‘feaufl least ‘509 in each subject) in English, Mathematics,
-ards.’ iy don’ [ ) ‘ - _biscuits," Mr i : i i
mz‘qﬁmt leaves me cold — ;(‘) h‘ellg" youtell me 10 go ' . e -._b]s“cli;(l)tsthg{]li.‘:‘ a:ig,qa;(]jlist inmates. GHr;dncic?jfjfrorsllggéi‘:tit;}fug)l;jgx of which may be an Art
why dign’t he gel 369" Calling him by his chels. JHE offender’s basle - “pad & sandwich in the - A man passing Lhrou"l; -

In one case, thanks fo  tan name was a big siart. = need, policy says, is {6 kitchen,” ' the remote conirol grilles UNIVERSITY CADETSHIPS
him, a man got a leler The prisover ended wp fhave a genuine interest  Apother liter, who cooks  taps the control lower and Condidates secking o longer term flying or technical
from home for the first staying at Mr More's home,  faken in him,. the meals, smuggles food to  says “Thank you”. Career 1o the oge of 55 (with an option of retirement
{ime In more than 10 years, “When he left ‘I wa;qj BTvery prisoner knows if ttlsf‘frlends. Mr Buckley turiz and at the age of 38) may be sent to ¢ United Kingdom

“The other day a man'  really sorry fo see i 6.  an officer is sincere or XYou could get selitary  says *“That's fhe sort of it- University under the Commonwaalth Mominatinn Scheme
came to me asking me o Mr More said, merely thers to earn his for thai, Mr.Ward said. tle thing thal’s important.” {paid for by the RAF] followad by entry to RAF Coliege,
ieach him te do long Later i{he man. phoned  yapes, As the prisoner lefi he Aud ihe prison officers Cranwell.
division,” he said. him o sort out a probiem, “Just because someons s said, “0f course 1 didn’t  copstantly say “‘please”, .

“f didn't go lo theological He hasn't heatrd from im o y mean i o ) : ined £ X
school to learn to do that —  sinee, but  “thal  doesn't capabite of nlllmd{ar, dgt]asn f, Dr Parker says thal peo- (;Sompﬁredl with M:;unt Details of either schema may be obtainad-from:

e fe d ; i ror '8 ¢ F - Eden jalf, where men sleep .

but it’s higz immediate need,  matier”. tieall io say he s capaiple o ple who work with the . M ) "

You have {o build np their Once a man is in pr facing a life sentence,” be  piconere chowld think of gzo ilud .th:l.ee toi'”“e!" “(:ﬂ: THE SENIOR ROYAL AIR FORCE
confidence.” More’s office his crime i SAG them as “my fellow sin- a‘:_ degie;“m% Sol;gz‘;i",n“ LIAISON OFFICER,

Mr  Morfe  arvanges Torgotien. “Each of us Bas more  mers. i’, Aave N tiv ;t;g; et Def Lioi ’S f;
visitors for the men, to give “Look at i this way”, ke  capabilily than we realise “Most of these men are ;u;morcmﬂ 3§ 8 dve-siar British Peoe';;e Hasen tats,
them a life line back Lo says, “Jacob was {he hig-  to do the thing that put him  excellent folk whem anyone ek . . WE!-.LE?:GT ON’
sociely, bui he has to be  gest con-man in history —  iuside, wouldl be honsured o Even il no iourist would N
eareful with selection. hie fooled his own father, “Most capital offenders  befriend,” he said, want to stay there. BT
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